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@Standard displacement: 1,350ton @Length: 100.25m @ Ourpiut: 36.000kp @Top speed: 36 knots.

@Arnaments: 12cmt45 cal, Mk IX main gun, 12, 7mm Mk UT quadruple AA guns, 53.3cm quadruple torpedo lanncher, depth charges,
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The hunt for Bismarck, also called “The Battle of the Denmark Strait,” is one of

the best known naval battles of WWIL. On May 24, a British fleet led by the bat-
tleship Prince of Wales and battle cruiser Hood exchanged fire with the German
battleship Bismarck and heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen. Hood suffered a direct hit
from Bismarck and sank in 2 minutes, while Prince of Wales was also damaged.
The escorting E and F class destroyers escaped the battle unscathed after wit-
nessing the tragic end of Hood.

The British Royal Navy, which fielded a large number of destroyers during
WWI, began development of a new class based on prototype ships Amazon
(1924) and Ambuscade (1925). From 1927, approximately 9 destroyers were
built every year, ranging from A class to M class, totaling more than 100 ships.
A total of nine E class Destroyers were built in 1934. The flotilla leader Exmouth
(HO2) was commissioned in October 1934, with the other 8 ships Echo (H23),
Eclipse (H08), Electra (H27), Encounter (H10), Escapade (H17), Escort (H66), Esk
(H15) and Express (H61) commissioned in August to November 1934. All E
class destroyers, except for Exmouth, featured 1,350 ton displacement,
100.28m length and maximum engine output of 36,000hp. Their top speed was
36 knots. They were armed with four 12cm main guns, two 12.7mm quadruple
AA guns, two 53.3cm quadruple torpedo launchers and twenty depth charges.
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They employed ASDIC (the British version of Sonar) for improved anti-submar-
ine warfare capabilities. After the start of WWII, they were fitted with new radar
and 20mm guns in place of the 12.7mm guns for upgraded AA ability.

In May 1941, two E Class ships, Echo and Electra, joined the hunt for Bismarck
with Hood and Prince of Wales. In the gunfight between the mammoth ships, a
salvo from Bismarck hit Hood, penetrating her deck and detonating her ammu-
nition magazine. Hood blew in half and immediately sank. Two E class ships wit-
nessed Hood's ending, and Electra had the grim distinction of rescuing Hood'’s
only 3 survivors. After the Battle of the Denmark Strait, Echo performed convoy
duty in the Arctic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea during 1942. In July 1943, she
was assigned to the invasion of Sicily and sank the Italian submarine Nereide.
In 1944, Echo was given to Greece and renamed Navarinon. She discharged
her duty until being scrapped in April 1956. Electra went to Singapore with
Prince of Wales and served in the Battle of Malaya, where she witnessed the
sinking of Prince of Wales by the Japanese Navy airplanes. In February 1942,
Electra was assigned to Dutch Admiral Doorman’s fleet and took part in the Bat-
tle of the Java Sea. She was sunk by gunfire from the Japanese cruiser Jintsu
on February 27. Six out of nine E class ships including Exmouth sank in the bat-
tle. Only 3 survived to the end of WWIL
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A WARNING eMake sure to heat sprue with >P&/—\
marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.

A CAUTION  @read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. ®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra
care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions sup-
plied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over their
heads. @Incomplete combustion of sprue generates black smoke. Be careful not to in-
hale. Sprue is a combustible material. Be careful not to start fire and burning yourself.
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PAINTING

XF-2 @73vhkik71+/Flat white
XF-25 @5+ h—#/ L / Light sea grey

Y Refer to the illustrations below for painting of hull. Detailed painting is out-

X-10 @7#> X %)L/ Gun metal

XF-52@7%v+~7—2 [ Flat earth

lined in the instruction manual. @ denotes number for Tamiya Paint Color.

X-11 @% 0—.L3JL/X—/ Chrome silver

XF-53@=1—F3/LY L~ / Neutral grey
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XF-56@ X% ') w74 L [ Metallic grey
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% Color and number of identification line on funnel differ on each ship. Refer
to books or other references for painting.
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